Thy Kingdom Come - the Book of Revelation
Tribulation Study — pt 1
Tribulation Background

There are at least ____ 49 references to the Tribulation by the Hebrew prophets and at least
15 references to it by NT writers, in addition to Revelation 6-19.
The references are identified by their context that describes a future time of great distress.
Ezekiel’s prophecies demonstrates a pattern of prophecy called prophetic ___ double reference.
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Prophetic Double Reference

Prophet of God’s
Viewpoint A given prophecy may have a double reference to two events
that share the same basic , both of which
occur at separate, times in God’s plan for

history, with one having a near fulfillment and the other a far
fulfillment in time.

Examples: Deuteronomy 18:15, 18; Joshua 1:1-3; Acts 3:22, 23

The Beginning of Sorrows — Ezekiel 5:5, 8, 17
Three key aspects of this prophecy

1) God is speaking to _____ Jerusalem ______ - the center of the world’s history.
2) God is bringing judgements against Israel and the Jews.
3) God’s judgments are _____ famine , death ____ |

___ pestilence , and war

Matthew 24:6-8, our Lord calls these future judgments “the beginning of sorrows” or literally,

“the__first___ _ bith__ _  pangs__ .
His disciples serve as “___ representatives ______ of Jewish believer who will be part of the
generation living at the time of His coming” (Renald E. Showers).

Survey of the OT, LXX, and NT gives us the following conclusions:

1) Birth pangs represent the __ progression ______ of judgments throughout the Tribulation (2
Kings 19:3; Jeremiah 6:24; John 16:21).

2) The Tribulation is a time of ___ growing sorrow and pain to Israel.

3) Sword (war), famine, pestilence are characteristics of the _ beginning or first
birth pang judgments (2 Chronicles 20:9; Job 15:20-24; Acts 7:11).

4) Removal of peace - nations warring against nations result from these early

judgments (2 Chronicles 15:5-6).
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