A Study of the Tribulation
Revelation 6-19
Part 8

Answer to our Question - Revelation 7

As we have covered the first six seal judgments of the
Tribulation, I feel it would be helpful to briefly review the
relationship of the 7 Seals, to the 7 Trumpets, to the 7 bowl
judgments.
Like an expanding telescope, the 7™ Seal contains the 7
Trumpets, and the 7™ Trumpet contains the 7 Bowl
judgments.
If you were to read these passages in order, you would have a
complete history of God’s wrath during the Tribulation.
I also feel we need to be reminded of the four prime reasons for God bringing the 70" Week of Daniel’s
Tribulation prophecy to fulfilment.
They are to. . .

It Starts - Daniel 927, Matthew 24:4

@ i cone - Rev. 1617 End of the Age - Mat. 2428

1) Demonstrate God’s justice and wrath on the ungodly in
a tangible and visible way
S ... to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us
on the ungodly in a tangible and visible way. = from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and

Make an end of wickedness and evil upon thels:i::tg;v" from the Wrath Of the Lamb.

Scatter the power of the holy people ?efv_lgsﬂ.z ey Revelation 6:16

Offer His grace even during the Time of Wrath. 2) Make an end of wickedness and evil upon the earth.

= In Isaiah 13, God describes the ultimate end of Babylon,

using it as representative of God’s judgment upon the evils of the unsaved world.

And I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause the

arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible.

The'Great Tribulation

> ]
The Purpose of the Tribulation is to... "'"a';,

Isaiah 13:11
Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land
desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it. Isaiah 13:9
3) Scatter or Break the power of the holy people of Israel.

And that I also have walked contrary unto them, and have brought them into the land of their
enemies, if then their uncircumcised hearts be humbled, and they then accept of the punishment
of their iniquity: Then will I remember my covenant with Jacob, and also my covenant with
Isaac, and also my covenant with Abraham will I remember, and I will remember the land.
Leviticus 26:41, 42
And one [angel] said to the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, How
long shall it be to the end of these wonders? "And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was
upon the waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and
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sware by him that liveth for ever that it [antichrist power] shall be for a time, times, and an half;
and when he shall have accomplished [finished His sovereignly designed purpose] fo scatter [lit: break,
power dispersed] the power of the holy people, all these things shall be finished [accomplished].
Daniel 12:5-7'
Today, we will study God’s 4™ prime reason for the Tribulation to . . .
4) Offer His grace even during the time of wrath — Revelation 7.
?...a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and
tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in
their hands..."*...And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and
have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Revelation 7:9-14
4™ Prime Reason for the 7-year Tribulation
[n our last class we learned that the 5™ Seal, the judgment of
God’s avenging wrath, differentiates between saved martyrs
and the “earth-dwellers” who caused their deaths during the
b PR Tribulation, Revelation 6.
Efgﬁiyg}efzwi:fiﬁﬁzgE%'iou / N . “Earth-dwellers” are defined as those people on earth who
it 1 h s T L il be rebelling against God and His people during the

The Earth Dwellers

poses of the Tribulation will be

Tribulation.
If any turn to the Lord and receive Christ as their savior, they
will cease being called “earth-dwellers” and instead become citizens of heaven, Philippians 3:20:
% (For many walk...that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: © Whose end is destruction,
whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.) *’ For
our conversation [lit: citizenship] is in heaven, from whence also we look for the Savior, the
Lord Jesus Christ
R Chapter 6 ends with a significant question in verse 17, a
oy For tho greatday o is :Iquestion common to John and to us — who can stand or
10000000 shaibo atlotosarc? Wy
® | ¢survive the judgments of wrath during the Tribulation?

612 | ‘ ‘ 812 "
634 51217 \ 7 Trumpets 7
656 | o 7
678
LANRLAN AN A A

887 |
889

‘ | 1:4519
o:13:21 \ 7 Vials/Bowls
81041 9112

i’i‘Vﬁ’ﬁ’i’f

\

For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall
be able to stand? Revelation 6:17

Tt Starts - Daniel g:27, Matthe

Itis done - Rev. 16:17 End of the Age - Matt. 24:28

[

God answer this question by adding an insert.
The Inserts of Revelation

Throughout the book of Revelation, we find nine inserts that

7o :|give us additional, relevant information or explanations to the
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historical content of the judgments.
There is a tenancy to treat these inserts as footnotes which
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Daniel 9:27, Matthew 24:4.
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most readers ignore as not really important.
How often do you read the footnotes of a book?

It Starts -

B ©)

'Renald E. Showers, The Most High God, Bellmawr, Friends of Israel Gospel Ministry, 1982, 177.
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But these inserts are very important in expanding our understanding of what God is doing during these
7 years of His wrath.
Chapter 7 introduces us to the first insert of these inserts:

o ! And after these things I saw four angels standing on

the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of
the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth,
nor on the sea, nor on any tree. > And I saw another
angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the
living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four
angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the
sea, * Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor
the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God

in their foreheads. Revelation 7:1-3

7 Seals 1 And after these things | saw four angels

L standing on the four corners of the earth,
b 9 99 e 9 % holding the four winds of the earth, that the
: wind should not blow on the earth, nor on

2

| &2 the sea, nor on any tree. 2 And | saw

o i having the seal of the living God: and he
cried with a loud voice to the four angels,
to whom it was given to hurt the earth and
PO the sea, 3 Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither
the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed
the servants of our God in their foreheads.
Revelation 7:1-3

It Starts

B 11 done - Rev 1637 End of the Age- Mare. 242

1647 | 161011
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68,

| Revelation 7:1-17

This introduction tells us that God wants us to know about a
special group of His servants that are to be sealed and
protected safe and secure throughout the Tribulation.

And I heard the number of them which were sealed:
and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four

thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel.
Revelation 7:4
ased upon this, we see that this group of saved individuals

will be able to “stand” unharmed throughout the Tribulation, for they bear God’s seal.
With this, God begins to tell us that many will “...be able to stand? ” because of His grace.

And I heard the number
of them which were
sealed: and there were
sealed an hundred and
Jforty and four thousand
of all the tribes of the
children of Israel.

Revelation 7:4 /g

The “how” of Salvation during the Tribulation

We need to realize that the method by which one receives salvation from God never changes.
Throughout history people have been saved by hearing the
Word of God, Romans 10:17:

1) So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God = Romans 10:17

2) Listening to the Holy Spirit’s confirming the truth of it - John 16:8

3) Turning to/God in saving faith and trust <Ephesians 143 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
In whom ye also trusted,
“W [1] after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of wor d Of GOd .
jour salvation: in whom also . . .. o .
127 after that e believed: yeere ...and listening to the Holy Spirit’s confirming the truth of it:
3] sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, . . .
[3 seated with that holy Spiri of promis And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin,
The Tribulation is no exception to this! and OfrighteOHS”leSS, and Of]udgmem‘ John 16:8

and then turning to God with saving faith and trust.

This is summed up by Ephesians 1:13:

In whom ye also trusted,
[1] after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also
[2] after that ye believed, ye were
[3] sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,
The Tribulation is no exception to this!

Clearly, this is how people will turn to the Lord during the Tribulation.
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This leads us to another question — under the persecution of the earth-dwellers and the Antichrist, how
could so many be saved?

God in His purposes, makes us wait for chapter 11 to learn of
two witnesses who will proclaim the gospel of salvation from
ki the very beginning of the Tribulaion.

clothed in s

And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they
shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore
days, clothed in sackcloth. Revelation 11:3

So I, also, will wait till then to teach about them.

But we do know from chapter 7, that the effectiveness of the two witnesses’ Gospel proclamation will

be effective, beginning with the first-fruits of their ministry, the 144,000 saved Jewish people —
Revelation 14:3.,4:

— I ? And they sung as it were a new song before the throne,
nd I hear e number ese are they whicl
ofthem wiich were ** Jllow the Lamb and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man

whithersoever he
sealed an hundred and

P B could learn that song but the hundred and forty and
oot four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth. . . .
— * These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever
he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being
the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. ° And in their

mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault
before the throne of God.

A New Group of Jewish Evangelists — Revelation 7:4-8
God will expand the outreach of the two witness by using these 144,000 saved servants for the
proclamation of the Gospel during the remainder of the Tribulation.
In verses 5 though 8 we learn that these servants consist of 12 groups of 12,000 people from the twelve
tribes of Israel.

 Of the tribe of Juda were sealed twelve thousand.

Of the tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve thousand.

Of the tribe of Gad were sealed twelve thousand.

5 Of the tribe of Aser were sealed twelve thousand.

Of the tribe of Nepthalim were sealed twelve thousand.

Of the tribe of Manasses were sealed twelve thousand.

7 Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed twelve thousand.

Of the tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand.

Of the tribe of Issachar were sealed twelve thousand.

8 Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve thousand.

Of the tribe of Joseph were sealed twelve thousand.

Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand.

Sadly, some people in our time, have condemned the people descended from Dan and Ephraim because
they are absent from this list.
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For example, they say the AntiChrist must come from the tribe of Dan and, therefore, we should reject
or persecute people from that line.

But from Ezekiel’s prophecy of the Millennium, we see that
the tribes of Dan and Ephraim will have a blessed part in the
millennial distribution of the land (Ezekiel 40-48).

Ezekiel 40-48 Tt Grmed opbratam

\‘ Furthermore, a search in our Bible reveals 19 other lists of
LI these names, and all differ from each other in one way or
another, some by a differing order or exclusion from some
L o U1 lists.

Furthermore, none of them agree with the listing of chapter 7.
Since God gives us no reason for leaving them out of the 144,000, perhaps it is best to leave it at that
and ask God one day.
What we do know for certain is that these 144,000 are sealed and protected throughout the Tribulation
as they serve God and will be part of those spreading the Gospel throughout the world (Matthew 24:14).
The Results of Their Ministry — Revelation 7:9-14
When we consider the context of chapter 7, we believe verses 9-17 declare that the fruit of their
ministry that will include both Jews and Gentiles.

Lat e ?...a great multitude, which no man could number, of
: ; : ek all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues,
Zaiﬂ&?'ﬂ'}!@%‘ﬁe"2'23”1359'355" Z?ﬁé‘é%i’%’?ﬁ’m‘;'fh”rﬁfé"’!ﬁdZ”e‘?u,e - stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed
R i b andpas intheiriands nd
S once camo theyrsAnd saitunte i S thou knowost And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God
| aahed ol robos, and made hom it it iood of e Lamp. - & which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.

Revelation 7:1-17 [

3 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me,
What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and
whence came they?"*And I said unto him, Sir, thou
knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have
washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Revelation 7:9-14
Interestingly, the Lord’s words in John 4:22 to the Samaritan

woman may well fit this testimony, for the two witnesses and
the 144,000 sealed are Jewish.

Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we

worship: for salvation is of [ek — out from] the Jews.
Remember, God primarily used Jewish writers for the
Scriptures and of course, the Lord was born Jewish.
Recalling that one purpose of the Tribulation is to turn Israel to
the Lord, we see that with the turning of Jews to God, there is a turning away from the Antichrist.
This will disturb him for it was he who made a treaty with them and thought they were on his side.
As the Word of God also spreads to Gentiles [the “Sheep” of Matthew 25:31, 35-40), the Antichrist will be
provoked into persecuting those who become saved.
Never forget, that the Antichrist can only lose his earthly kingdom if Jesus Christ returns to the earth
and conquers him.
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And Jesus Christ can only return if the Jewish nation of Israel

cries out in repentance and turn to the Lord as their Messiah

(Leviticus 26:41, 42).

If the Antichrist can destroy every Jew, then there can be no
nation of Israel to repent and he wins.

ot hon sl e, = But the Antichrist cannot win, for we reminded in verse 17,

: that in the end Christ is on the throne...

For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall

feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes. Revelation 7:17

The 2" Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ -
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