The Time of Preparation — Events setting the stage to begin the 7-year Tribulation
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God set a time of preparation as a transition from the end of the Church-Age and the beginning of the
70™ Week of Daniel’s prophecy.

That time includes three stage-setting events that occur between the Rapture of the Church and the start
of the 7-year clock.
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Event 1) Israel is in the land dwelling safely — Ezekiel 38:8, 11, 14.
¥ After many days thou shalt be visited: in the latter years thou shalt come into the land that is
brought back from the sword, and is gathered out of many people, against the mountains of Is-
rael, which have been always waste: but it is brought forth out of the nations, and they shall
dwell safely all of them.
a) Time of fulfillment: in the /atter years — beginning in 1948?

© 2026 R Congdon 1 8/8/26



b) Characteristic: gathered...out of the nations (currently gathered from 80-90 different
nations).'
¢) Status: dwell safely = Hebrew, not security due to a state of peace, but a security due
to confidence in their own strength.”
Israel must be a nation in the land to begin the Tribulation, for only then will God overcome
their confidence in themselves and bring them to the point of crying for spiritual reconciliation
and for God to send the Messiah, in response to Israel’s repentance - Acts 3:19-21.

! Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the
times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; *’ And he shall send Jesus
Christ, which before was preached unto you: >’ Whom the heaven must receive until the
times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy
prophets since the world began.
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Event 2) The battle of Gog-Magog is needed to... — Ezekiel 39:21, 22.
I And I will set my glory among the heathen, and all the heathen shall see my judgment
that I have executed, and my hand that I have laid upon them. > So the house of Israel
shall know that I am the LORD their God from that day and forward.
a) prepare the world, Jew and Gentile, to recognize God’s power, protection of Israel, and to

eliminate any excuse for not acknowledging His existence and His offer of eternal salvation.

b) bring Israel to a return of covenant worship of Her God, sacrifices and oblations. Sadly, their
response will not be a heart-felt repentant reconciliation to God, one reflecting a salvation rela-
tionship to Him. It will take 7 years of Tribulation to turn national Israel’s heart to Him for
physical and spiritual deliverance.

¢) eliminate Russia and Islam from being a power or influence during the Tribulation. This
opens the door for the western nations to form a confederacy as the world’s leaders.’

! Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of the Messiah, Ariel Ministries, San Antonio, TX. 1982, 121.
2 Fruchtenbaum, 121.
3 Fruchtenbaum, 126.
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Three Stage-Setting Events
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Event 3) The rise of the Antichrist from an obscure governmental position [department of state] to one
having worldwide recognition — 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3:

! Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our
gathering together unto him, * That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, nei-
ther by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. ’
Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a
falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

a) Cause of Recognition is the Antichrist’s solution to the ongoing Temple Mount problem be-

tween the world and Israel. Today, Islam controls the Mount and has its mosque there. They
never allow the Jews to come up upon it to offer sacrifices. According to the Scriptures they can
only offer sacrifices on an altar at the Temple Mount. The tension between Islam and Judaism
has caused many conflicts and wars since 1948.

b) His solution is a 7-year treaty establishing Israel’s right to worship at the Temple Mount —
Daniel 9:27:

And he [the prince to come — v. 26] shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and
in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for
the overspreading of abominations [horrific idolatry] he shall make it desolate [appalling,
causing horror], even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon
the desolate [the appalled, the awestruck].
[it = temple and Jerusalem; the desolate — the Jews who do not flee.]
Notice, the only elements of this treaty are the covenant worship sacrifice and oblations. This is the
only biblical statement about this treaty.
This treaty is between the prince (Antichrist) and representatives of the Jewish nation, unbelieving
Jews, “the many.”
The world accepts this treaty because Islam has been defeated at Gog-Magog.
The 70™ Week of Daniel

Timeline of the Book of Revelation
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With these three events the Tribulation clock begins to “tick” by the opening of the scroll of chapter 5
and releasing of God’s first seal/judgment upon the earth, as recorded in Revelation chapter 6:1, 2.
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Revelation 6:1' And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the noise of
thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see.
The “thunder” signals the start of the “storm” that is coming with the four horsemen of vs. 2 through 8.

These “four men of the apocalypse” will carry out the first four judgments (Job 39:19-25; 2 Kings 6:15-18;

Zech. 1:8-10; 6:1-8).

In these, God allows the world of sinful mankind to follow their own course that will lead to their own

undoing.

These same four judgments were also described by our Lord in Matthew, Mark, and Luke.
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Beginning of Birth Pangs (Mt. 24) The First Four Seals (Rev. 6)

1. False Messiahs who will mislead 1. First Seal: rider on white horse, a
many (v. 5) false messiah (vv. 1-2)
2. Wars, rumors of wars, nation 2. Second Seal: rider on red horse;
rising against nation (vv. 6, 7) takes peace from the earth (vv. 3, 4)
3. Famines (v. 7) 3. Third Seal: rider on black horse;
holds scales, represents famine
(wv. 5,6)
4. Death through famines, 4. Fourth Seal: rider on pale horse;

pestilences, and earthquakes (v.7)  represents death through famine,
pestilence, and wild beasts (vv. 7, 8)

8/8/26



