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A Study of the Tribulation
Revelation 6-19

Part 6
The 3rd and 4th Seal of Revelation 6

Why Four Horseman?
In our last class we saw that with the opening of the 1st 
Seal... 

God sets loose the forces of delusion by allowing 
many antichrists to compete to become earth’s 
ruler. 

With the opening of the 2nd Seal... 
God sets loose forces that remove peace from the 
world in mankind’s struggle to rule earth’s 

kingdoms.
As I have been studying these seals and the four horseman 
of Revelation 6, I have questions why the Lord chose the 
symbol of four horses and their horseman.
So, I searched the Scriptures for any other reference to 
four horses and found one in Zechariah 6:1-7.

In this passage, these horses are pulling four war chariots 
that “thunder down the Kidron Valley, bringing the 
judgment of the Lord on nations.”1

And I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, 
and, behold, there came four chariots out from 
between two mountains; and the mountains were 
mountains of brass.                    Zechariah 6:1

This valley is located between two mountains, Mt. Olivet and Mt. Moriah.
Mt. Olivet is the place where Jesus Christ ascended and will return to at His 2nd coming and Mt. Moriah 
is the Temple mount.
The context of chapter 6 concerns the events preceding the 2nd coming of the Lord to the earth to 
destroy the Antichrist and take up His rule as King in the Millennial Kingdom.

1Fred Hartman, Zechariah, Israel’s Messenger of the Messiah’s Triumph, Bellmawr, NJ: The Friends of Israel Gospel Ministry, 1994, 62.
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In Zechariah 6, these four colored horses “walk to and fro through the earth,” (v. 7) meaning they travel 
to all points of the earth. 
In response to Zechariah’s question, “What are these, my lord?” (v. 4) he is told that they symbolize 
“four spirits [or angels] of the heavens, which go forth from standing before the Lord of all the earth” 
(v. 5).
Therefore, they are sent by God to bring judgments upon the earth.
As such, they are God’s representatives signaling the soon coming Messiah.2

We must notice that the name Zechariah means “God remembers” and Zechariah pictures the events 
showing that God has not forgotten His promises of an earthly kingdom for His Son.
Recall that the biblical definition of “remember” (Hebrew zakar) is to look back upon a promise or 
event, to then meditate upon it, and final to act based upon that remembrance. 
When the Bible says God has forgotten our sins in Hebrews 10:17:

And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. 
it does not mean that God is forgetful or can forget. No, it means, should He look back upon our sins 
committed and think on them, He will not act upon them against us. Remembrance always involves 
action and “remember no more” involves no reaction.

Just as pictured in the Old Testament, the four horseman 
of Revelation represent unstoppable forces or movements 
of God’s judgments upon earth and its people just prior to 
the coming of the Lord to fulfill God’s promise to Israel. 

At this point, I realized that I needed to understand the dictionary meaning of “judgment.” 
Judgment is3 

The judgments of the seven seals reveal God’s evaluation 
of the people of the world with respect to Him, and they 
are the result of God’s careful, patient, evaluation of 
mankind throughout history – we read of this in 
2 Peter 3:7:

But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto 
fire against the day of judgment and perdition [destruction] of ungodly men.

As we will see with the 5th seal, that evaluation/judgment will be revealed as God tests or proves the 
people of the earth through trials that will reveal their true nature or character with respect to Him.4 

2Ibid., 63.
3
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/judgment   retrieved 8/19/2026.

4Thomas D. Ice, The Meaning of “Earth Dwellers” in Revelation, Bibliotheca Sacra 166 (July-September 2009), 354.

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/judgment
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Based upon this, I conclude that the four horseman of Revelation 6 are forces or movements, sent with 
the authority of God to reveal the character of the people of the Tribulation.
That revealed character is their heart attitude reflecting either their acceptance or rejection of God, His 
ways, and His offer of salvation from their sins.
Therefore, the people of the Tribulation will serve as representatives of all people throughout history.
As we observe their responses to God’s judgments, we will see the free choices men and women make 
with respect to God under the worst conditions that the world has ever known.
Therefore, the 1st Seal offers them the choice between the True Christ or many false christs.
The 2nd Seal offers them the choice of submission to the Lord Jesus Christ and His peace or submission 
to the antichrist and world war.

The 3rd Seal will offer another choice.

3  rd   Seal   –   Judgment of Worldwide P  hysical Deprivation – Revelation 6:5  

The black horse of the 3rd Seal brings a time of mourning and lamentation to the world’s people as 
famines, sickness, and physical destruction move throughout the earth.5

These tests are the natural consequences of the first two 
Seals – the competition of antichrists seeking control 
through worldwide war – Matthew 24:7

For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and 
pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.

The horseman of the 3rd Seal holds balances in his hand, to 
convey a world where food shortages must be weighed 
very carefully.6  

5Robert Thomas, Revelation Vol. 1 (Chicago: Moody Press, 1992), 430-431.
6Thomas, Revelation vol. 1, 430.
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For we read:
A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny;

In the 1st century a penny (denarias) was a man’s wages for a day.
A measure, about 1 quart of wheat, pictures great inflation 
during the Tribulation, where prices will be 10 times the 
normal price of John’s day.
Since wheat and barley were considered necessities of life, 
three measures (about 3 quarts) of barley, a meager ration, 
suggesting extreme hunger for the world’s population.
The exclusion of olive oil and wine, expensive items, 
suggests that the wealthy are unhurt by the famine and 

inflation. 
Consequently, there is a great divide between the very rich and everyone else.
By creating this distinction, God tests rich individual’s heart toward starving people by giving them a 
choice to either help the poor or keep it to themselves.
This 3rd Seal also will offer people the opportunity to choose to depend upon the Lord for provision or 
to reject His care. 
4th Seal   –   J  udgment of Wholesale Death  

This fourth horseman pictures human death. 

When I was a young lad on a hike around a lake, I came 
upon a scene I would never forget. The fire department had 
just recovered a drowning victim and there before me lay a 
man who had died 3 days earlier and yes, his skin was 
yellowish green – the very color described by the pale 
horse of the 4th Seal.
This symbol is emphasized by the mention of “hell” linked 
with Death, leaving no doubt that those who are slain by 

this horseman will be unsaved people who will be cast into hell.7

7David M. Levy, Revelation: Hearing the Last Word (Bellmawr, NJ: Friends of Israel Gospel Ministry, 1999), 89.
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This 4th Seal is significantly more intense than the three 
previous judgments for there has never been a time in 
human history when these four afflictions (sword – symbol 

of violent death, famine, pestilences, physical disasters) have 
occurred simultaneously over all the earth – Matthew 
24:7.
The result of these is that ¼ of the world’s population will 
die.

Using today’s world population of 8.3 billion people, that would mean at least 2 billion people will die. 
These four seals are the beginning of sorrows of Matthew 24:8, as such, they are the first occurrences 
in a series of similar, but more severe, corresponding events.8

Here in the 4th Seal, people will be given the free choice of 
either turning to the Lord or rejecting Him. Recall the 
purpose of the Battle of Gog-Magog: 

Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify myself; and I will 
be known in the eyes of many nations, and they shall know 
that I am the LORD.                           Ezekiel 38:23

The battle and God’s defeat of Gog’s armies, were to prove to the world’s population, that God is real, 
God is involved with mankind, and the Gospel will be being proclaimed, as we will see in the 5th Seal.

8Renald E. Showers, The Sign of His Coming, Understanding the Olivet Discourse, (Bellmawr, NJ. The Friends of Israel Gospel Ministry, 2016), 20.
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---------
The dictionary meaning of “judgment” is9 

a) the act or process of forming an opinion or evaluation by discerning and comparing
b) an opinion or decision that is based on careful thought 
c) a formal utterance of an authoritative opinion
d) a formal decision given by a court
e) the final judging of humankind by God
f) a divine sentence or decision

Sorrowing results from a scarcity of food and anxiety created by this shortage, cf Lam. 4:8-9 -Jeremiah 
explained why Jerusalem’s agony was worse than what fell upon Sodom. 

8 Their visage is blacker than a coal; they are not known in the streets: their skin cleaveth to 
their bones; it is withered, it is become like a stick. 9 They that be slain with the sword are 
better than they that be slain with hunger: for these pine away, stricken through for want of the 
fruits of the field.

Zion’s destruction came slowly with hunger so badly that the hands of the compassionate women 
have cooked their own children. Her finest young adults (Daniel) were taken to Babylon and those 
left behind faced famine.
Revelation 6:6
The voice comes from the center of the four living beasts, where the throne is (5:6) so most plausibly 
the speaker is either the Lamb or the Father. Remember the Father is the ultimate source of all these 
judgments – He has sent famines in 2 Kings 8:1; Jer. 16:4; Hag. 1:11; 2:16-17. So too in 6:11, in the 
fifth seal.

The prime four purposes of the Tribulation are:
1) For God to pour out His justice and wrath in a tangible and visible way that reveals His 
righteousness to all beings of history including: 

a) those who reject Him and His Son: 
 – John 3:36, Revelation 6:10, 16

15 That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and 
desolation,
a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 16 A day of the 
trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and against the high towers. 17 And I will 

9
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/judgment   retrieved 8/19/2026.

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/judgment
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bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like blind men, because they have sinned 
against the LORD:
and their blood shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung. Zephaniah 1:15-
17
He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall 
not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him. John 3:36
10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou 
not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?…  16 And said to the 
mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb:                      Revelation 6:10, 16

b) those who have mistreated the Jewish people and His beloved nation of Israel 
And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall 
all families of the earth be blessed. Genesis 12:3
And the LORD thy God will put all these curses upon thine enemies, and on them that 
hate thee, which persecuted thee. Deuteronomy 30:7

c) those ungodly nations and their leaders
And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall punish the host of the high 
ones that are on high, and the kings of the earth upon the earth. 22 And they shall be 
gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and shall be shut up in the prison, 
and after many days shall they be visited. Isaiah 24:21

d) Satan and his fallen angels – Isaiah 24:21
2) Offer His grace even during the Time of God’s Wrath

9 After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with 
white robes, and palms in their hands; 10 And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our 
God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. Revelation 7:9, 10

3) Break the power of the holy people of Israel – Daniel 12:7; Leviticus 26:44, 45; 2 Chronicles 7:14. 
in order to... 

Restore Israel - Ezekiel 36:24; 
For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will 
bring you into your own land.

Cleanse Israel - Ezekiel 36:25; 
Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, 
and from all your idols, will I cleanse you.

Save/Deliver Israel - Ezekiel 36:26
26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take 
away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh...35 And they 
shall say, This land that was desolate is become like the garden of Eden; and the waste 
and desolate and ruined cities are become fenced, and are inhabited. 

4) Make and end of wickedness and evil upon the earth 
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Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land 
desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it.  Isaiah 13:9

Defining the Four Horseman – represent forces or movements bringing the unstoppable march of 
judgments upon the earth and its people.

Judgment of Strong Delusion – a choice
Judgment of Military Might – a choice
Judgment of Worldwide Physical Deprivation – a choice
Judgment of Wholesale Death – a choice

------------------------------
5th seal – judgement of persecution
Christ is still opening the seals.
Matthew 24:9, 10

9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all 
nations for my name's sake. 10 And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, 
and shall hate one another.

Revelation 6:9-11
9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain 
for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 10 And they cried with a loud voice, 
saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them 
that dwell on the earth? 11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said 
unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellow servants also and their 
brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.

Those under the altar is symbolic of the people who have been purchased by the blood of Christ.10

Actions:
1) prayer or cry for vengeance from God upon earth dwellers – God punishes, cf: Romans 12:19; 2 
Thessalonians 1:8. – No answer to how long, only given rest.
Those in heaven are conscious, at rest, and aware of a future judgment upon their slayers. 
They do not have, as yet, resurrected bodies.
Suggests there is a determined time and manner of death for believers.11

2) Robes given and rest for martyrs
These are the victims of the rise of the Antichrist and his intolerance for true beleivers. 
Revelation 3:10 – Philadelphians versus earth dwellers

10 Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of 
temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.

Romans 1:18
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;

10Herman A. Hoyt, Studies in Revelation (Winona Lake, IN, BMH Books, 1977), 54.
11Levy, Revelation, 90.
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Revelation 6:1 And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the noise of 
thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see. 2 And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he 
that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth conquering, and to 
conquer.
3 And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say, Come and see. 4 And there 
went out another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the 
earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great sword.
5 And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and 
lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand. 6 And I heard a voice in the 
midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; 
and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine.
7 And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see. 8 
And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with 
him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with 
hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.

Matthew 24:4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. 5 For 
many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 6 And ye shall hear of wars 
and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is 
not yet. 7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be 
famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. 9

Mark 13:5 And Jesus answering them began to say, Take heed lest any man deceive you: 6 For many 
shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 7 And when ye shall hear of wars 
and rumours of wars, be ye not troubled: for such things must needs be; but the end shall not be yet. 8 
For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be earthquakes in 
divers places, and there shall be famines and troubles: these are the beginnings of sorrows.

Luke 21:8 And he said, Take heed that ye be not deceived: for many shall come in my name, saying, I 
am Christ; and the time draweth near: go ye not therefore after them. 9 But when ye shall hear of wars 
and commotions, be not terrified: for these things must first come to pass; but the end is not by and by. 
10 Then said he unto them, Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: 11 And 
great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights and great 
signs shall there be from heaven.
12 But before all these, they shall lay their hands on you, and persecute you, delivering you up to the 
synagogues, and into prisons, being brought before kings and rulers for my name's sake. 13 And it shall 
turn to you for a testimony.
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What have we Learned about Israel
1) The Tribulation is a consequence of Israel’s disobedience to the Mosaic Covenant
2) The Tribulation is in part, to bring Israel and its Jewish people back to God in a covenant 
relationship, so He can bless them IN THE LAND of Israel.
3) The Tribulation is not for the Church, for the church never has been part of the Mosaic Covenant.
4) The covenant with the Antichrist is the beginning of Israel 

4) The Tribulation begins with Israel making a religious covenant with the Antichrist.
Notice the only aspects ever mentioned in the Bible with respect to this covenant:
 sacrifice and oblation.
The Lord warned of the Jews being deceived and accepting the Antichrist in 
Ezekiel 38:23 – the world will acknowledge God and permit the covenant.

5) The Tribulation begins with an altar to God for sacrifices, just as happened three 
times earlier on the Feast of Remembrance in Jerusalem. Ezekiel 39:8

Behold, it is come, and it is done, saith the Lord GOD; this is the day whereof I 
have spoken.

Psalm 118:24: THIS IS THE DAY which the LORD has made; we will rejoice and be 
glad in it. 
6) The Lord will no longer hide his face from Israel, Ezekiel 39:29, 39:22
6) The Tribulation centers about Jerusalem.


